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thence he came as ambassador to Paris. At Rome he
was without official character, and without business ex-
cept a secret one, with which the Czar had entrusted
him, as to a sure and enlightened man.

This monarch, who wished to raise himself and his
country from barbarism, and extend his power by con-
quests and treaties, had felt the necessity of marriages,
in order to ally himself with the chief potentates of
Europe. But to form such marriages he must be of
the Catholic religion, from which the Greeks were sepa-
rated by such a little distance, that he thought his pro-
ject would easily be received in his dominions, if he
allowed liberty of conscience there. But this prince
was sufficiently sagacious to seek enlightenment be-
forehand upon Romish pretensions. He had sent for
that purpose to Rome a man of no mark, but capable of
well fulfilling his mission, who remained there five or
six months, and who brought back no very satisfactory
report Later he opened his heart in Holland to King
William, who dissuaded him from his design, and who
counselled him even to imitate England, and to make
himself the chief of his religion, without which he would
never be really master in his own country. This coun-
sel pleased the Czar all the more, because it was by the
wealth and by the authority of the patriarchs of Mos-
cow, his grandfathers, and great-grandfathers, that his
father had attained the crown, although only of ordi-
nary rank among the Russian nobility.

These patriarchs were dependent upon those of the
Greek rite of Constantinople but very slightly. They
had obtained such great power, and such prodigious
rank? that at their entry into Moscow the Czar held